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To aid your Bible study 


The Megiddo Message —is published for 
the dissemination of Bible truth alone. It de- 
fends and ably demonstrates the infallibil- 
ity, harmony, and Divine inspiration of 
the Bible. It enables you to give a reason 
for your faith, to answer the atheist, and 
to instruct your children correctly. If you 
are not already a subscriber, THE MEGIDDO 
MESSAGE will be sent to your home every 
two weeks for six months, absolutely free. 
Your name and address is all we ask. Sub- 
scribers, please send in the names of your 
friends who may be interested in reading 
this publication, for a free sample copy. 
No obligation on your part or theirs. 


InN addition to the MESSAGE you should by 
all means read the following booklets by the 
late Rev. L. T. Nichols, founder of the 
Megiddo Mission. Each booklet is a com- 
plete subject of itself. They make the Bible 
understandable and interesting to study. 


HISTORY OF THE MEGIDDO MISSION 
THE COMING OF JESUS AND ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 
THE TRINITY 


Complete set $1.50 
Single copies 15 


The Known Bible and its Defense 
IN TWO VOLUMES 
By the late Rev. Maud Hembree 


As a further study of the Scriptures these 
books are invaluable to the earnest student. 
They were designed to bring men and 
women back to the Bible, and to defend its 
pages from the attacks of the skeptics, in- 
fidels, and atheists. Many perplexing ques- 
tions and seeming contradictions are an- 
swered in a direct and fearless manner. 
Fabrikoid binding. 


Vol. 1, 384 pages $1.50 
Vol. 2, 404 pages 1.50 
Both volumes 2.50 
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To help your children 


MorE and more our nation is being awak- 
ened to the dread consequences from the 
lack of moral! training in childhood. Juve- 
nile delinquency increases like a plague! 
Parents especially have a tremendous re- 
sponsibility in rearing their children to be 
good citizens. Lack of proper religious 
training in childhood is certain to bring dire 
results in adulthood. 

The Megiddo Mission has a continually 
growing department whose specialty is the 
designing and printing of Bible lessons for 
children of all ages, from tots to adolescents. 
These lessons are designed in an interest- 
ing and attractive manner. Readers of the 
MESSAGE who desire further information 
may receive the same on request. The book- 
lets listed below are now available, and 
more are to follow. Watch these columns 
for new announcements! 


The Story of Joseph—the familiar, time- 
less drama of virtue under temptation, of 
forgiveness for injuries, of God’s provi- 
dence for His people, unfolds anew in its 
83 interesting pages. 


With full-color illustrations. Price 15 


Daniel —an inspiring story of Daniel and 
his three companions in the city of Babylon, 
related in a manner which will appeal to 
the youthful mind. 46 pages, illustrated. 

Price 15 


Bible Story Color Book —a something- 
to-do book! It contains thirty-two delightful 
short storics of favorite Bible characters, 
with illustrating pictures to color. 

Size 8%2x11. Instructive, entertaining. 
Price .50 





Megiddo Hymn Book 


A COLLECTION of original, arranged, and 
selected songs which harmonize with the 
plain Biblical teachings and in which all 
who wish may engage and sing as com- 
manded, “with the spirit,” and “with the 
understanding also.” 


Price $1.25 


The Empty Tomb! 


(Our Cover) 


Early in the morning on the first day of 
the week those faithful women came through 
the lifting mists to the sepulcher of their 
beloved Lord. Uppermost in their minds 
was the question, “Who shall roll away the 
stone from the door of the sepulcher?” 
They came not to see a risen Lord, but to 
weep at His tomb and anoint His dead body. 

Now, suddenly, the picture is changed. 
There is the empty tomb! a heavenly mes- 
senger within! Jesus is alive!—ALIVE FOR- 
EVERMORE! 

The depressed and discouraged men who 
had been His disciples were suddenly changed 
into men of tremendous enthusiasm; forth 
they fared to face the world undaunted, 
and preach “Jesus and the Resurrection.” 

Christianity, trampled low, sprang to 
new life and took root in the hearts of 
many. Indeed, the empty tomb was the 
cradle of the early Church. Christ might 
have performed all the miracles which are 
attributed to Him in the Gospels, have 
spoken all the parables and preached all 
the sermons that are recorded there, and 
at the end of His life been crucified and 
buried; but it was the fact of His resur- 
rection with His triumphant utterance, “I 
am he that liveth, and was dead; and, 
behold, I am alive for evermore,” that in- 
fused with an unabating enthusiasm and 
emboldened the Church to lift aloft Truth’s 
banner and keep it waving over the world. 

Glorious Resurrection Morn! Symbol of 
the glad Hereafter when Death shall be 
forever vanquished! It has been the com- 
fort and expectation of the faithful through 
the ages. It is the Christian’s hope today, 
that we like Christ shall rise forever trium- 
phant over death and the grave when sin 
is banished from our lives. 

The remembrance of that empty tomb 
that first Easter morning can nerve the 
Christian on to valiant achievements, even 
to the ruling of his own spirit—that great- 
est deed which mortal man can perform. 

Oh, the power of that empty tomb! 
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A TRUE EASTER SERMON 


Scripture reading, Luke 24: 1—32. 


A DOUBTING and scoffing world at the moment 
when Jesus died, nothing could appear more weak 
and hopeless, doomed to despair and extinction, than 

the Church He had founded. It numbered but a handful 
of humble followers, a sect “everywhere spoken against.” 
How was it, then, that this little band should triumph 
over error? What was it that caused strength to be made 
perfect out of apparent weakness? There is only one an- 
swer—the Resurrection from the dead. 

Through the 14th of Abib—the Sabbath and Passover 
of the Jews—the few who loved our Master rested ac- 
cording to the commandment, their hearts filled with sor- 
row and wearied by the dark scenes which they had wit- 
nessed the previous day. But ere night had passed and 
as the first faint streak of light began to silver the 
darkness of that first Easter day, the faith and love of 
those women which had made them among the latest at 
the cross, made them also the earliest at the tomb, bring- 
ing with them their precious spices. As they made their 
way through the glimmering darkness, they anxiously 
inquired among themselves who should roll away the great 
stone which closed the mouth of the sepulcher; but they 
found the difficulty solved, for angels had rolled it back 
and, lo! the tomb was empty. Mary Magdalene, who was 
among the first to look upon the features of her risen 
Lord, hurried forth to the Apostles with these words, 
which are among the sweetest of the gospel, “I have seen 
the Lord.” 


He was also “seen of Cephas,” said the beloved Paul 
“then of the twelve: after that he was seen of above five 
hundred brethren at once; ... after that, he was seen of 
James, then of all the apostles; and last of all he was seen 
of me as of one born out of due time” (I. Cor. 15:5, 8). 
One of Paul’s prime qualifications for an Apostle was 
that he had seen the risen Lord. “Am I not an apostle? 
am I not free? have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? are 
not ye my work in the Lord?” (I. Cor. 9:1). 

Peter, when summing up his mighty discourse on the 
day of Pentecost, said, “Let all the house of Israel know 
assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye 
crucified, both Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:36). 

What unspeakable joy should fill the heart of every 
Christian to know that Christ has burst the gates of 
death and the grave! “I know that my Redeemer liveth,” 
saith the Prophet, ‘and that he shall stand at the latter 
day upon the earth: and though after my skin worms 
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God” (Job 
19: 25, 26). 

As we look back over the past centuries and realize 
how filled with sorrow were the hearts of the disciples 
when they saw Jesus laid in the tomb after He had been 
crucified by the wicked mob, we wonder many times after 
what He told them—that the third day He would rise 
again—how slow they were to believe. But when we 
realize that they thought He was going to establish His 
Kingdom then, we can better understand. They had no 
doubt but that He would restore the Kingdom to Israel at 


that day, but when they saw the wicked mob take Him 
and crucify Him, their hearts were filled with disappoint- 
ment; it seemed their last hope was gone. But when the 
angels said He had risen from the dead, what hope, what 
consolation filled their hearts! And what a consolation 
to us to know that this is the 15th of Abib, Bible time, 
and the anniversary of that eventful day. 

As we look back over the centuries of time, we can 
realize something of how the Apostle Paul must have felt 
when he knew the day of Christ would not come till there 
came a falling away: he knew long centuries of time 
would elapse; he knew there would be a turning away 
from the truth, and that truth would lie dead; he knew 
all this would come to pass before Christ’s second coming. 

And now, as we stand here we can know what has hap- 
pened—many long dark centuries truth lay dead, man- 
kind turned away from Bible time to pagan time. Now 
that period is all behind us. They looked forward to those 
Dark Ages, but now it is all behind us. Not only has 
Christ risen from the dead, but truth has risen from its 
seeming tomb. We know the times and seasons. What 
hope it should give us! How our hearts should be filled 
with joy this morning to think of the era we are living 
in! How much more beautiful to think that the Apostasy 
is behind and not ahead of us, as it was with Abraham. 
It was revealed to him that a deep sleep should come 
upon him and a horror of great darkness, and that there 
would be a long night of death before he would see the 
light of that glorious Resurrection Day. As we read these 
wonderful words how our hearts should be filled with 
thankfulness! 


We read in Luke 24, “Now upon the first day of the 
week, very early in the morning, they came unto the 
sepulcher, bringing the spices which they had prepared, 
and certain others with them. And they found the stone 
rolled away from the sepulcher.” 

A noted author has written a book entitled, “Who 
Moved the Stone?” He did not believe in the Resurrection, 
did not think it was possible, but he believed Jesus was a 
noble character, and he thought he would write of the last 
few days before His crucifixion. That week before His 
crucifixion was a wonderful example of His character; 
but when this writer had studied all the evidence, it was 
so plain that His death did not end all, that the stone had 
been rolled away and Jesus had risen, he decided to write 
on the Resurrection. The book is wonderful evidence for 
a worldly writer to produce, and he has handled it like a 
lawyer and made it very plain. 

We read further, “And they entered in, and found not 
the body of the Lord Jesus.” But what did they see? 
‘And it came to pass, as they were much perplexed there- 
about, behold, two men stood by them in shining gar- 
ments:”—angels were there—‘“and as they were afraid, 
and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto 
them, Why seek ye the living among the dead? He is not 
here, but is risen:”—oh, what wonderful words! As that 
writer said, it was something beyond the power of man; 
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it must have been the power of God, and, as he said, it 
changed them from despondency and despair to hopeful- 
ness. Hope shone in their faces forever after. That is 
why they said “Maranatha” as a password to get into 
their meetings. No wonder that, as one writer said, the 
church today has lost its radiance, lost its hope. But we 
have that hope today proven true by the words of Jesus. 
They rejoiced when they learned Jesus had risen from 
the tomb; it taught a life beyond death. What wonderful 
words were spoken to greet the ear that day! But the 
blessed assurance will be given only to those who obey 
Him and put away fear and doubt. 

We read further, “Remember how he spake unto you 
when he was yet in Galilee, saying, The Son of man must 
be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, 
and the third day rise again. And they remembered his 
words, and returned from the sepulcher, and told all these 
things unto the eleven, and to all the rest. It was Mary 
Magdalene, and Joanna, and Mary the mother of James, 
and other women that were with them, which told these 
things unto the Apostles. And their words seemed to 
them as idle tales, and they believed them not.” 


After all they had seen, they could hardly believe; they 
had been so sure Christ would establish His Kingdom 
then, though He had told them many times He must die 
and rise again the third day. The women seemed to have 
the most faith at that time. “Then arose Peter, and ran 
unto the sepulcher; and stooping down, he beheld the 
linen clothes laid by themselves, and departed, wonder- 
ing in himself at that which was come to pass. And, be- 
hold, two of them went that same day to a village called 
Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem about threescore 
furlongs. And they talked together of all these things 
which had happened.” Oh, what communion that was! 
What a wonderful conversation that must have been, to 
talk of those things that had happened! 

“And it came to pass, that, while they communed to- 
gether and reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went 
with them.” Jesus had power to make Himself unknown 
to them. “Their eyes were holden that they should not 
know him. And he said unto them, What manner of com- 
munications are these that ye have one to another, as ye 
walk, and are sad?” Oh, that is wonderful! You see, He 
talked just as though He did not know. He asked them, 
“What manner of communications are these?” He tested 
them, tried them. He talked and acted natural. It makes 
us realize how natural He was after He rose from the 
dead. 


“And one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answering 
said unto him, Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and 
hast not known the things which are come to pass there 
in these days?” Why! they said to Jesus, these wonderful 
things that have come to pass—don’t you know of them, 
don’t you understand about them? “And he said unto 
them, What things? And they said unto him, Concerning 
Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet mighty in deed 
and word before God and all the people.” They thought 
it strange that anyone had not heard of the things that 
had come to pass that were so familiar to them, of this 
Prophet “mighty in deed and word before God and all 
the people: and how the chief priests and our rulers de- 
livered him to be condemned to death, and have crucified 
him”—yes, they crucified this mighty Prophet! “But we 
— that it had been he which should have redeemed 
srael.” 

That was their hope. They had not fully realized yet 
that there had to be a people taken out from the Gentiles. 
Had their hope been realized at that time it would have 


shut us out entirely. Yes, they “thought it was he who 
should have redeemed Israel: and beside all this, today 
is the third day since these things were done’”’—since He 
was delivered into the hands of sinful men. Oh, that is a 
wonderful testimony to prove that the three days cover 
the period from the time Jesus was delivered to the Jews 
by Judas until He arose from the tomb—the time He was 
said to be in the “heart of the earth.” This is the “third 
day since these things were done. Yea, and certain women 
also of cur company made us astonished, which were 
early at the sepulcher; and when they found not his body, 
they came, saying, that they had also seen a vision of 
angels, which said that he was alive.” Those angels said, 
“He is not here, but is risen from the dead.” 


“And certain of them which were with us went to the 
sepulcher, and found it even so as the women had said: 
but him they saw not.” Yes, they found that message the 
women brought was true. “Then said he unto them, O 
fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken.” Oh, my! how many times He would have 
said that to us—“O fools, and slow of heart to believe” 
—oh, so slow! fools in that sense—‘“slow of heart to be- 
lieve all that the prophets have spoken.” I wonder how 
many of us will be slow of heart to believe these wonder- 
ful truths so plainly proven by the fulfillment of God’s 
blessed Word! I wonder how many of us will waver, or 
will our faith grow stronger as the days pass by? He 
could say to them, “O fools, and slow of heart to believe,” 
slow to do the things to gain eternal life. We should take 
in these words this morning, so we will not be fools and 
slow of heart to believe all that the Prophets have spoken. 
How plainly He spoke to them—‘“O fools, and slow of 
heart to believe.” What a warning to us! We have so 
much fulfilled prophecy, and yet how slow we are to be- 
lieve! God has dealt wonderfully with us, giving us so 
much fulfilled prophecy to strengthen our faith, and we 
must awake so we will not be called fools and slow of 
heart to believe. 


“And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he ex- 
pounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things con- 
cerning himself.” No doubt He went to the Scripture 
where Moses said, “A Prophet shall the Lord thy God 
raise up unto thee from the midst of thee of thy brethren, 
like unto me; unto him shall ye hearken.” He went to 
what Moses had said and to Isaiah and all the Prophets. 
What wonderful words He must have spoken that day! 
We should like to have heard that discourse given in such 
a short time. 


“And they drew nigh unto the village, whither they 
went: and he made as though he would have gone fur- 
ther.” He just made as though He was going on—natural 
as life. “But they constrained him, saying, Abide with us: 
for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. And 
he went in to tarry with them.” It was the third day and 
toward evening, and He went in to partake of their hos- 
pitality. 

“And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he 
took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them. 
And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he 
vanished out of their sight.” Oh, He had power to pass 
through without their seeing Him even before His cruci- 
fixion, and He had no less power then. “And they said one 
to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he 
talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us 
the Scriptures?” 


I tell you, when these blessed Scriptures are opened and 
we see their wonderful import and realize their wonder- 
ful fulfillment, how our hearts should burn within us! Oh, 
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how we should take these words in! As we read the 
words of the Prophets, Apostles, and Jesus we should 
feel as did those disciples, and how our hearts should 
burn within us when we hear these words! 

“And they rose up the same hour, and returned to 
Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered together, and 
them that were with them, saying, The Lord is risen in- 
deed, and hath appeared to Simon.” What glad tidings 
that was—The Lord is risen indeed! Something the world 
has tried to get away from, the infidels, atheists and 
skeptics, but it is still here—He is risen from the dead. 

“And they told what things were done in the way, and 
how he was known of them in breaking of bread. And 
as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the midst of 
them, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. But they 
were terrified and affrighted.” 


Can we imagine how we would feel if a person whom 
we had seen so soon before laid in the tomb should ap- 
pear in our midst? Would we not be startled? The dis- 
ciples knew that angels, bright celestial beings from the 
courts of heaven had appeared to the women at the sep- 
ulcher, and they must have wondered, Can this really be 
Jesus, or an angel? And “they were terrified and af- 
frighted, and supposed that they had seen a spirit.” That 
is, they thought they had seen a spirit being. 

This word “spirit” is pnewma in the original Greek, 
the same word that is used in John 4: 24, where it is 
stated that “God is a spirit.” In some of its definitions the 
word pneuma has reference to “a living being, also of 
angels.” 

No doubt when the disciples saw Jesus they thought, 
Is this an angel, one of those immortal beings whom the 
women testified had appeared to them at the tomb of 
Jesus? Then He said unto them: “Why are ye troubled? 
and why do thoughts arise in your hearts? Behold my 
hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and 
see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me 
have.” Jesus was still in His mortal state. Of course a 
spirit or spiritual being, an angel, would have a body, 
but it would not be mortal as Jesus’ was. It would be as 
was Gabriel, who appeared to Daniel and touched him 
and talked with him. Our Lord had prayed to the Father 
that He might be glorified in His Father’s presence; but 
He had not yet ascended to Heaven, therefore could say 
to the disciples, “Handle me, and see;” for a spiritual 
being is not as I am. 

Christ was created with a mortal, dying nature, “a 
little lower than the angels ... in all things .. . like unto 
his brethren,” as says Paul in Hebrews 2: 9, 17. But after 
He ascended to the Father and was glorified in His pres- 
ence, He possessed the immortal nature; that is, He was 
made into the express image of God’s person when He 
“sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high” 
(Heb. 1: 3—last clause). We, too, have the promise, in 
Phil. 3: 20, 21, that at His second coming “the Saviour, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, . . . shall change our vile body, 
that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body.” 

Jesus had expressed the thought clearly in John 3:3 
when He said to Nicodemus, “That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit.” When Jesus appeared to His disciples He was still 
in the mortal state, but after He ascended to the Father 
and was given the Spirit birth He could well say to them 
that a spirit or spiritual being “hath not flesh and bones 
as ye see me have,” for He had not yet been changed to 
immortality. 

Some time elapsed before the change, for we are in- 
formed in Acts 1:3 that our Lord “showed himself alive 


after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of 
them forty days” before He ascended to the Father. 


“And when he had thus spoken, he showed them his 
hands and his feet. And while they yet believed not for 
joy, and wondered, he said unto them, Have ye here any 
meat?” He was human—“‘have you any meat?” He asked. 
“And they gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and of a 
honeycomb. And he took it, and did eat before them. And 
he said unto them, These are the words which I spake 
unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must 
be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and 
in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me. Then 
opened he their understanding, that they might under- 
stand the Scriptures.” He had to reason with them and 
open their understanding. How many of us will have our 
eyes fully enlightened and obey the commands given? 

“And he said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it 
behooved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the 
third day; and that repentance and remission of sins 
should be preached in his name among all nations, begin- 
ning at Jerusalem.” What was going to be preached in 
His name? Repentance and remission of sins. First must 
come godly repentance. That is what must be preached, 
repentance to the acknowledging of the truth. Godly re- 
pentance causes us to see our own evil ways and doings 
that are not good. We should be zealous now to let these 
things be impressed upon our minds and burn deep into 
our hearts, as we realize our own littleness, our natural 
weakness; then all our iniquities will be blotted out. 


Let us make up our minds this morning we will be 
more zealous in every good work, that we will increase 
and abound in it, because that wonderful Day is coming. 
That word “Maranatha” will be fulfilled. “The Lord is 
coming,” and will we be ready? That will be a sad day 
then if we are not. We must take up our cross daily now 
if we would share in that Day. We must be overcomers. 
Let us begin, this beautiful Easter morning, to do better. 
Remember, “he that overcometh, and keepeth my works 
unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations.” 
Jesus is coming with His holy angels, and are we going to 
be ready to share in that Day? We will if we put away 
all anger, all hatred, all vice, and every evil; and only on 
those conditions can we gain it. And it is beyond what 
eye hath seen or ear heard! 

How thankful we ought to be to the Lord that we, a 
little band, know the date of the true Easter! How our 
hearts should burn within us as we read the wonderful 
Scriptures and realize that our Lord is coming to call us 
to account! We do not know the day nor hour, but, as 
Paul said, we do know “the times and seasons.” We look 
out on the world and see it in the condition that the Bible 
foretold it would be—wickedness and lawlessness and 
crime increasing in these last days. It should cause us to 
lift up our hearts with thankfulness to the mighty God of 
Heaven for the evidence He has given us. 

After our Lord’s resurrection it is recorded that He 
appeared nine times. On the last occasion He led His dis- 
ciples as far as Bethany, and lifting up His hands, blessed 
them, and even as He blessed them was parted from them 
and passed beyond their yearning eyes and a cloud of 
angels received Him out of their sight. 

The loud noises of war and the rushing of nations may 
shake the world and fill it with carnage and blood; the 
calls of pride, wealth, pleasure, lust and hate may strive 
to drown the teachings of the Man of Galilee, but He still 
lives to show in His time who is the blessed and only 
Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords—the 
risen Christ. 
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“This Do in Remembrance of Me” 


Scripture reading, Luke 22: 7—31. 


the meeting, in an upper room, of Jesus and His Apos- 

tles to partake of the New Passover which the Sav- 
iour was now instituting on the evening or beginning of 
the 13th of Abib, to take the place of the regular Jewish 
Passover on the 14th of Abib. Thereafter, the evening 
of the 13th of Abib was to be the Christian Passover. We 
must ever bear in mind that the day of Bible time was 
reckoned “from even unto even” (Leviticus 23:32), not 
from midnight to midnight. 

The word “passover” signifies in the original language: 
“a sparing, immunity from penalty and calamity .. . ‘this 
is a sacrifice of sparing (properly of passing over) unto 
Jehovah, who passed over the houses of the children of 
Israel in Egypt when he smote the Egyptians’ etc.” 

The lesson for us is, that when we partake indeed, 
when we eat all of the truth of the Mighty God and live 
it out in our daily life, He will pass over or spare us in 
the day when His judgments are poured out upon the 
workers of iniquity. 

On that memorable night, as recorded in Luke 22: 16, 
Jesus said to His disciples: “I will not any more eat 
thereof, until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” A 
point to remember here, is that Jesus was with the dis- 
ciples for forty days after His resurrection; and if par- 
taking of the Lord’s Supper had been a weekly practice 
He would have partaken with them again. But seeing that 
it was to be a yearly observance He could truly say, “I will 
not eat any more thereof, until it is fulfilled in the King- 
dom of God.” 


We read on: “And he took the cup, and gave thanks, 
and said, Take this, and divide it among yourselves; for 
I say unto you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine, 
until the kingdom of God shall come. And he took bread, 
and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, say- 
ing, This is my body which is given for you: this do in 
remembrance of me.” 

What do the emblems represent? to what does the 
bread refer, also this juice of the grape which Jesus par- 
took and gave to His disciples? The 6th chapter of John’s 
Gospel expounds these wonderful words. We must use the 
Bible rule, “comparing spiritua] things with spiritual” 
(I. Cor. 2:13), that we may learn the mind of Christ; 
not natural with natural, but spiritual with spiritual, for 
they are spiritually discerned. We shall find that the 
bread and the juice of the grape represent the doing of 
the things which must be accomplished in order for us 
to obtain eternal life—the word of God and the keeping 
of His holy commandments. That is the lesson Jesus was 
impressing upon His disciples. 

Beginning with verse 41 we read: “The Jews then 
murmured at him, because he said, I am the bread which 
came down from heaven.” He was not speaking of Him- 
self personally, but of the bread of heaven, the words of 
eternal life which He was bringing to their attention. 
They murmured because they thought He meant to imply 
that He, literally, was the bread of heaven. Jesus there- 
fore answered them, “Murmur not among yourselves,” 
do not murmur or think I am referring to Myself individ- 
ually as the bread of heaven. He will explain His mean- 
ing: “No man can come to me, except the Father which 


I: THIS impressive Scripture lesson we are told of 


hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the 
last day. It is written in the prophets, And they shall be 
all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, 
and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me.” 


That, says Jesus, is the bread of heaven: to be taught 
of God, to hear and learn of the Father. It is the same as 
He said on another occasion, in Matt. 4:4, “Man shall 
not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceed- 
eth out of the mouth of God.” These words of eternal life 
will, if we eat them, give eternal life. As the Prophet said 
in Jer. 15:16, “Thy words were found, and I did eat 
them; and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of 
mine heart: for I am called by thy name, O Lord God of 
hosts.” 

It is these wonderful words of truth that constitute the 
“bread” which came down from heaven, of which if we 
will eat we shall never perish eternally. That is what the 
literal represents. There is no efficacy in the literal bread, 
nor in the literal juice of the grape; but it is that which 
it represents that is effectual. It represents the words of 
life, and the living out of the Word. 


“The Jews therefore strove among themselves, saying, 
How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” They were in 
darkness, as are also many in the world today, in imagin- 
ing that Jesus had reference to His literal flesh and blood. 
During the Dark Ages the minds of men were enshrouded 
in darkness and they were turned away from the glorious 
truth that His Word is what will give life, and were 
turned unto the fable that they were to eat His literal 
flesh and drink His literal blood! 


We must bear in mind that there are different kinds 
of flesh spoken of in the Bible. There is natural flesh, and 
there is another kind of flesh: it is the “holy flesh,” in 
contrast to the natural. The “holy flesh” is the flesh Jesus 
meant when He said, “Except ye eat the flesh of the Son 
of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you.” This 
“holy flesh” is edible, and consists of hearing and learn- 
ing of the Father, living out His words as Jesus did. 

In Jer. 11: 15 we read of this “holy flesh.” The Prophet 
is here speaking of a class who had grown weary in well 
doing and had forsaken the words of eternal life, and the 
“holy flesh” had departed from them. In verse 14 the 
Lord said to him, “Therefore pray not thou for this peo- 
ple, neither lift up a cry or prayer for them: for I will 
not hear them in the time that they cry unto me for their 
trouble.” He said, Do not pray for those who will not 
hear My words; pray for those only who will keep My 
sayings. What had this people done? “What hath my be- 
loved to do in mine house, seeing she hath wrought lewd- 
ness with many, and the holy flesh is passed from thee? 
when thou doest evil, then thou rejoicest.” How wicked 
they were! and the reason they rejoiced was that the 
holy flesh had passed from them. 

What is the meaning of “holy flesh”? “To be joyful, 
cheerful, especially in receiving glad tidings.” This “holy 
flesh” is the glad tidings of the glorious Kingdom of 
God and the glory that shall fill the earth as the result of 
the righteous reign of the King of kings, Jesus. “To glad- 
den as with glad tidings. The primary sense seems to be 
that of beauty. To hear glad tidings, to announce glad tid- 
ings to any one.” This meaning is the same as that of 
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“gospel.” We read that Jesus went throughout all the 
cities and villages preaching the “glad tidings of the 
kingdom of God.” 

So this “holy flesh” is to “bring glad tidings, to an- 
nounce victory to a great host.” It is the holy flesh or 
glad tidings which we must partake, the gospel truth or 
good tidings of redemption; the glad tidings that if we 
read, understand and keep all His precepts, God will 
grant us life, immortality, and eternal glory. 

We read of still another kind of flesh in the Bible: 
“The fool foldeth his hands together, and eateth his own 
flesh” (Eccl. 4:5). We do not for a moment think he is 
eating his literal flesh. We understand that he is one who 
is idle, one who does not want to read, understand, and 
keep the sayings of this Book. He is eating his own flesh; 
that is, feeding on his own thoughts, his own fleshly mind. 
The wise man is reading and learning, eating this “holy 
flesh” and living it out daily. This is what Jesus meant 
when He said: “Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, 
and drink his blood, ye have no life in you.” He had no 
reference to His literal flesh—that would be cannibalism 
—but we must eat the “holy flesh,” that which will bring 
us immortality, a life and glory which shall never end. 

Jesus continued in John 6: 54, “Whoso eateth my flesh, 
and drinketh my blood”—this “holy flesh” or glad tidings 
of the Kingdom of God which He brought to them, this 
word of truth—‘“hath eternal life [by promise]; and I 
will raise him up at the last day. For my flesh is meat 
indeed, and my blood is drink indeed.” Let us turn to 
John 4: 31—34 and find what He says His “meat” is. It 
reads: “In the meanwhile his disciples prayed him, say- 
ing, Master, eat.” They wanted Him to partake of literal 
food. But He said unto them: “I have meat to eat that ye 
know not of.” Therefore said the disciples one to another, 
“Hath any man brought him aught to eat?” They thought 
someone had brought Him some literal food. But what 
did He answer them? “My meat is to do the will of him 
that sent me, and to finish his work.” 

That was the meat of Jesus. He was doing the will of 
His Father, learning to do always those things that 
pleased Him (John 8: 29). This is what the flesh is, what 
the meat is; it is the doing of His royal law. He told us 
in Rev. 22:14, “Blessed are they that do his command- 
ments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and 
may enter in through the gates into the city.” The bless- 
ing comes only to those who read, understand, and keep 
the sayings of this Book. 

We read further in John 6: 57, “As the living Father 
hath sent me, and I live by the Father’”—how did Jesus 
live by the Father? By eating every word of God, by eat- 
ing the truth, the bread which came down from heaven— 
“so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me.” That 
“me,” or “I,” is the “holy flesh” that He gave, the word 
which was the joy and rejoicing of the heart, as said the 
Prophet. “This is the bread which came down from heav- 
en,’—this bread or tidings of the Kingdom of God came 
down from heaven—‘“not as your fathers did eat manna, 
and are dead: he that eateth of this bread shall live for 
ever.” He that eateth of this bread, the words of eternal 
life which the emblem represents, shall live forever. But 
they said, “This is a hard saying; who can hear it?” 

We shall now let the Word explain what He meant by 
His “blood.” We read in Lev. 17:14, “Ye shall eat the 
blood of no manner of flesh; for the life of all flesh is 
the blood thereof: whosoever eateth it shall be cut off.” 
The living out of the word of God is called blood in the 
spiritual sense, because it will give life. That is why Jesus 
says we must eat this flesh and drink the blood, the spirit- 


ual flesh; and the idea of blood is brought in to give life, 
which is to say that the life is the living out of the Word. 
One might have the Word of God, but it would not avail 
to salvation unless lived out in the daily life. The word 
of truth is called blood because in the natural the life is 
in the blood; so in the spiritual the life is in the obedience 
to the Word. The reason why the Word is called “holy 
flesh” is that one might know the Bible from Genesis to 
Revelation, and yet if not keeping the commandments 
of the new covenant it would never give life. 

“Many therefore of his disciples, when they heard this, 
said, This is a hard saying, who can hear it?” They 
thought it a hard thing that they would have to eat every 
word of God in order to gain salvation. But Jesus ex- 
plained in verse 63, “It is the Spirit that quickeneth; the 
flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, 
they are spirit, and they are life.” This is the key: “the 
words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are 
life.” That is the meat, obedience to the words of God. 

We read again: “From that time many of his disciples 
went back, and walked no more with him.” When they 
realized that they had to eat all the words of eternal life, 
they walked no more with Him. ‘Then said Jesus unto the 
twelve, Will ye also go away?” Ah! will you go too? 
“Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall 
we go? thou hast the words of eternal life.” That is the 
“flesh” of Jesus, the “holy flesh.” Peter’s answer was: 
These words of truth, this glad tidings of the Kingdom 
of God is what you have; and to whom else can we go to 
find it, for you only can give us this glorious saving truth? 


The blood is no more literal than the “water of life” 
is literal. Jesus said to the woman of Samaria, as re- 
corded in John 4:7, “Give me to drink.” The woman 
thought He wished a drink from Jacob’s well. But Jesus 
wanted to impress a lesson, and said to her, “Whosoever 
shall drink of this water shall thirst again: but whoso- 
ever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall 
never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be 
in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.” 
In reading that text no one thinks of literal water but of 
the words of everlasting life. And so it is with the blood; 
it is the living out of the words of eternal life. 

This subject is further explained by Paul in I. Cor. 
10: 1—4, showing it is the spiritual meat that must be 
eaten. “Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be 
ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, 
and all passed through the sea; and were all baptized unto 
Moses in the cloud and in the sea; and did all eat the 
same spiritual meat; and did all drink the same spiritual 
drink; for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed 
them: and that Rock was Christ.” Away back in the days 
of Moses they were eating the spiritual meat, and drink- 
ing the spiritual drink; that is, eating the words of God 
and obeying them. The meat, as Jesus told us, is to do the 
will of the Father. From the very beginning of God’s plan 
each faithful one has eaten this same spiritual meat and 
drunk the same spiritual drink. 

Here we learn that His word of truth is called “Christ.” 
The personal Christ, the grand, glorious coming King who 
lived nineteen hundred years ago, was called Christ “the 
Anointed”; and His words, this grand system of truth, is 
also called Christ. Here is where so many theologians 
make their serious mistake; they do not discern the dif- 
ferent Christs in the Bible. The bread that came from 
heaven, and also the water of life, is the spiritual Christ. 
We cannot eat the literal, personal Christ; but we can eat 
His word of truth, the spiritual Christ. Jesus said of the 
spiritual Christ, “This is that bread which came down 
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from heaven ... he that eateth of this bread shall live for 
ever.” 

The Apostle then says in verse 16, “The cup of blessing 
which we. bless, is it not the communion of the blood of 
Christ ?”—of the spiritual Christ the Truth. “The bread 
which we break, is it not the communion of the body of 
Christ?” Does it not show the union of the body of 
Christ? Can this have reference to the literal body of 
Christ? No, never! The connection shows it is referring 
to His spiritual or mystical body. When the Bible men- 
tions “body of Christ” it refers practically always to the 
members of His body the Church, His people. 

It is as we read in I. Cor. 12: 12, 14, 20, 27, “For as the 
body is one, and hath many members, and all the mem- 
bers of that one body, being many, are one body: so also 
is Christ.” Here is another truth which many students 
fail to comprehend: when they read of the body of Christ 
they think it refers to His literal body. They do not delve 
down and search the Scriptures to find the meaning of the 
word. “For the body is not one member, but many.” (We 
read in Eph. 1: 22, 23, that Christ is “the head over all 
things to the church, which is his body.”) Further we read, 
“But now are they many members, yet but one body... . 
Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particu- 
lar.” Ye are the body of Christ, the Church of the living 
God, and all the members of this body must die to sin, 
must show the unity of this body by obedience. “This 
bread which we break, is it not the communion of the 
body of Christ?” 

What ever command God gives, we must be of one mind 
and say Amen to it; every doctrine and practice He pro- 
claims, we must believe. This bread which we break rep- 
resents the communion or unity of the body of Christ. 
“For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we 
are al] partakers of that one bread,”—that one bread 
which came down from heaven. Not many divisions in it, 
but all of one mind concerning this spiritual Christ the 
Truth, “one Lord, one faith,” all speaking the same thing. 

We cannot be partakers of false doctrines and also of 
the bread of heaven; we must cease to partake of any 
theory or practice which we cannot read in this Word 
and prove to be true. We cannot be partakers of the 
“Lord’s table’ and the table of those in opposition to 
Him. This “bread” represents the oneness of the body of 
Christ. Sometimes it is called the “one bread,” again it 
is the “holy flesh,” and again it is called “Christ,” the 
spiritual Christ. All are different terms by which it is 
designated. 

In I. Cor. 11:18 Paul says: “First of all, when 
ye come together in the church, I hear that there are 
divisions among you; and I partly believe it.’ One be- 
lieved one thing, and another something else, instead of 
being of one mind, all speaking the same thing in doc- 
trine and practice. It will be manifest if there are those 
in opposition to God and these glorious principles of 
truth. 

“When ye come together therefore in one place, this is 
not to eat the Lord’s supper.” If there are divisions 
among you, this is not to eat the Lord’s Supper. This cup 
and this bread represent unity, union. All must be of the 
same mind when you come together. If you come with di- 
visions, this is not to eat the Lord’s Supper. He then 
brings in another point: “For in eating, every one tak- 
eth before his own supper: and one is hungry, and an- 
other is drunken. What! have ye not houses to eat and 
drink in?” You must not come to have a meal. “Have you 
not houses to eat and drink in, or despise ye the church 
of God, and shame them that have not? What shall I say 


to you? shall I praise you in this? I praise you not.” The 
object of communion is not to have a meal or divisions. 

“For I have received of the Lord that which I delivered 
unto you, That the Lord Jesus, the same night in which 
he was betrayed, took bread:”—Paul is delivering unto 
us that which Jesus delivered to him: “That the Lord 
Jesus, the same night in which he was betrayed, took 
bread: and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and 
said, Take, eat; this is my body, which is broken for you: 
[‘Ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.’] 
this do in remembrance of me.” The same night in which 
He was betrayed is the night before the regular Passover 
which came on the 14th day of Abib, and would therefore 
be the evening of the 13th of Abib when He met with His 
disciples a few hours before His Betrayal. We shall meet 
in our church on the anniversary of that night so long 
ago, which comes this year the evening of April 15. 

This bread broken signifies that each one, every mem- 
ber of the body of Christ, has to be broken, come into 
submission and be crucified to the world. The old man 
must be put to death, every member of the body of Christ 
must die to sin. 

“After the same manner also he took the cup, when 
he had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my 
blood :’—the new testament or covenant. In the old cove- 
nant there was the shedding of literal blood. Moses took 
the literal blood and sprinkled it, but it typified the spirit- 
ual sprinkling of the words of life from the Prophets, 
Apostles, and Jesus. If we will open our minds and take 
them in, we shall be spared in that soon-coming Day. 

As in the type, when the Children of Israel came out of 
Egyptian bondage, they had to eat in haste, with their 
loins girded (Exodus 12: 11) ; so we too must eat in haste, 
with the loins of our minds girded with truth (I. Pet. 1: 
13). They had to eat the Passover with bitter herbs; 
while we have to partake of that which is bitter to the 
natural mind. But, as we read in Prov. 27:7, “To the 
hungry soul every bitter thing is sweet.” Earthly trials 
will become sweet because they work for us that “far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory” (II. Cor. 
4:17, 18). We must eat in haste every word of God, and 
then if we are found in the house of the Lord and have 
eaten every word, that is, obeyed all His commandments, 
when Christ comes and the destroying angel goes through 
the land he will pass over us that we may be among those 
worthy of deliverance, while the judgments of God are 
meted out upon the wicked world. 

We read further in I. Cor. 11: 26, “For as often as ye 
eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the 
Lord’s death till he come.” As oft as ye do it as He has 
commanded, on the anniversary of “the night in which he 
was betrayed,” just as Paul specified, as he received it of 
the Lord and delivered it to us: once a year, not every 
Sunday, or once a month, or quarterly; but once a year, 
on the night of the 13th of the month Abib, or Nisan, the 
first month of the Bible year (Ex. 12:2; 13:4). 

The historian testifies that the Lord’s Supper was an 
evening observance, as we learn from the following: “It 
is evident from St. Paul’s words and practice, that in the 
Apostolic Church the administration took place in the 
evening. The evening celebration lingered on for a while, 
but was gradually given up and entirely ceased by the 
4th century.” What striking evidence! In the Apostolic 
Church they followed the pattern given them by the Lord, 
and which He delivered to the great Apostle Paul, but 
gradually the Roman Church changed it from a yearly 
observance in the evening to a Sunday observance in the 
morning! 
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The Significance of the Resurrection of Jesus 


“And that he was buried, and that he rose again the 
third day according to the Scriptures.”—I. Cor. 15: 4. 


B Ben resurrection of Jesus is tremendously important 
to inspire hope and assurance of a future life. Apart 
from it, tnere can be no certain hope for anyone who 
has ever died, or anyone living today; because, contrary 
to popular belief, there is nothing in or about any per- 
son that lives on after the body dies. When a person dies, 
all his life is extinct, and the consciousness which is a 
part of the body’s functioning no longer exists in any 
form anywhere. 


The pagan doctrine of the immortality of the soul, 
more than any other error, has distorted man’s religious 
thinking and bound upon him fears and superstitions and 
foolish beliefs without number. Indeed, when we come to 
understand that the Adamic race is and always has been 
mortal, many false doctrines fall of their own weight. 

Job 14: 2 says of man, “He cometh forth like a flower, 
anu is cut down: he fleeth also as a shadow, and continu- 
eth not.” This contains no suggestion that life continues 
in some other form or some other place. Again, in Psalm 
146: 3, 4, the thought is crystal clear: “Put not your 
trust in princes, nor in the son of man in whom there is 
no help. His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; 
in that very day his thoughts perish.” “Perish” does not 
and cannot mean “continue.” Thought is a function of 
the physical brain, and apart from a physical brain, and 
that in working order, man has no thought. “Neverthe- 
less man being in honor abideth not: he is like the beasts 
that perish” (Psalm 49:12). Jeremiah, speaking of the 
mighty of earth who know not God, says (51:57), 
‘“’.. and they shall sleep a perpetual sleep, and not wake, 
saith the King, whese name is the Lord of hosts.” 


The Scriptures, from beginning to end, plainly teach 
that without a resurrection there can be no true hope of 


future life for anyone, for all are mortal and bound for the - 


oblivion of the tomb, regardless of endowments or char- 
acter. Our Lord, being not a God incarnate but “the man 
Christ Jesus,” created in all things like His brethren, 
lower than the angels, was no exception to natural law. 
In death, He had no more power of Himself to return to 
life than any relative or friend we have laid to rest. 

Death has a thousand doors of entrance, but only one 
way of escape—the resurrection of the body; for without 
an organized, living body there can be no existence or 
personality. The doctrine of the resurrection was not a 
development or evolution, but is inherent in Divine rev- 
elation from the earliest times. It is often ignorantly 
stated that the Old Testament reveals no hope of life 
after death, and that the Hebrews borrowed the idea of 
a physical resurrection from Persian eschatology. Noth- 
ing could possibly be further from the truth. 

When Abraham received the promise of future inherit- 
ance, and questioned the instructing angel as to the time 
of its fulfillment, he was caused to fall into a deep 
sleep, symbolic of the long sleep of death, at the end of 
which he should stand before his Judge. 

The Book of Job, a very primitive document antedating 
Persia by a thousand years, is explicit on the subject: 
“For I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall 
stand at the latter day upon the earth: and though after 
my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I 
see God” (19: 25, 26). 


David, five hundred years later, knew nothing of an 
“immortal soul,” but expressed his hope thus: “But God 
will redeem my soul from the power of the grave: for he 
shall receive me” (Ps. 49: 15). 


Isaiah and Hosea, two hundred years before the Per- 
sian era, sounded the same glad note: “Thy dead men 
shall live, together with my dead body shall they arise. 
Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust: for... the earth 
shall cast out the dead.” “I will ransom them from the 
power of the grave; I will redeem them from death: O 
death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, I will be thy de- 
struction” (Isa. 26:19; Hos. 14:14). 

Daniel, although a contemporary of the Persian Em- 
pire, received his knowledge from the angel Gabriel and 
not from the Magi. To him, as to every inspired writer, 
the resurrection was the only way out. “And many of 
them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some 
to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting 
contempt. ... But go thy way till the end be; for thou 
shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days” 
(12: 2, 18). 

From the foregoing evidence it is very plain that the 
Old Testament does teach a resurrection from the dead. 

Half a millennium later, this hope had not altered in 
form or significance or purity when Jesus, who under- 
stood the ancient Scriptures as no other man of His gen- 
eration, said, “. . . thou shalt be recompensed at the res- 
urrection of the just” (Luke 14: 14). His most apt pupil, 
the Apostle Paul, had very definite convictions on the 
subject and wrote forceful words to carry the Divine 
thoughts down to our day (I. Cor. 15:18, 14, 17—-20), 

“But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is not 
Christ risen: and if Christ be not risen, then is our 
preaching vain, and your faith is also vain... ye are yet 
in your sins. Then they also which are fallen asleep in 
Christ are perished. If in this life only we have hope in 
Christ, we are of all men most miserable. But now is 
Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of 
them that slept.” Paul speaks with the firm conviction of 
one who knows whereof he speaks. And well he might, 
for speaking of the risen Lord in I. Cor. 15:8, he says, 
“And last of all he was seen of me also.” 

The subjects of man’s mortality, the resurrection of 
Jesus, and our hope of life to come, are so closely inter- 
woven that we cannot really understand one without the 
other, and so all are of extreme importance to the prac- 
ticing Christian. Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, no 
less than His future kingship, were all the subjects of 
prophecy; and any fulfilled prophecy is important to the 
believer as a scientific method of building faith. When 
a forecast proves true, it gives us confidence in the source, 
increasing with each successive vindication (see Deut. 
18: 20, 21). When the same cause always gives the same 
result, we have a proved fact. Every fulfilled prophecy is 
a proved fact for us. 

Jesus connected His death and resurrection with all 
the prophecies relating to Himself, demonstrating that 
His life was part of a revealed plan. Any deviation from 
such a revealed plan would invalidate the entire plan, 
and we could have no confidence in it. To Jesus, the con- 
nection was very clear and immediate, as revealed by 
His words to Cleopas and Simon on the road to Emmaus 
(Luke 24:27), “And beginning at Moses and all the 
prophets, he expounded unto them in all the Scriptures 
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the things concerning himself.” And when their grief- 
numbed minds failed to grasp what to Him was a matter 
of physical experience, He exclaimed, “O fools and slow 
of heart to believe al] that the prophets have spoken: 
ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to 
enter into his glory?” 

To Jesus, the resurrection was more than a principle of 
truth: it was an intimately personal matter. Upon it He 
was staking His whole career and His very life during 
His years of preparation and His short and hazardous 
public ministry. Without the hope of “the joy set before 
him” (Heb. 12:2), He could never have done this work. 

Jesus’ work would have been incomplete without the 
distressing experience of natural death. Knowing full 
well that many of His followers must suffer persecution 
and death for His sake, He Himself took part of the same, 
not as a blood sacrifice for the sins of the world but in 
acceptance of the supreme test of His own obedience and 
as a perfect example to those who should likewise be 
tested. In His behavior it was nobly demonstrated how a 
man who has lived by faith can die for that faith, if 
need be. 

Every word He uttered proved that He knew exactly 
what He was doing and why. “Certainly,” said Jesus to 
Pilate, “I am a King. This is why I was born, this is why 
I came into the world” (John 18:37, Moffatt). 

With the realization that Jesus knew in advance what 
lay ahead for Him, we can better understand His attitude 
and behavior, not only throughout His entire ministry 
but particularly in the weeks and hours just before His 
cruel death. We can understand His uncomplaining and 
understanding submission to the mockery of His trial, 
and the three-hour torture of His execution. He alone of 
all those present fully knew what was taking place. In 
His prayer (John 17:5), He said, “And now, O Father, 
glorify thou me with thine own self.” In the original this 
reads, “Glorify me in the presence of thine own self.” 
Jesus was looking beyond the shadows to the truly great 
event of His life so rapidly rushing toward Him. He was 
asking in confidence and assurance to be judged in the 
Father’s own presence. He knew in His heart that His 
record was perfect, and the warm feeling of victory and 
reward was pulsing through His being. 

Imagine, if you can, what it would do to any person’s 
thinking to know—not simply hope—that just beyond a 
brief interlude of humiliation, suffering and death, lit- 
erally only a thousand hours away, was a meeting with 
the Father, the Creator of the universe, and a crowning 
with immortality and kingship! Small wonder that He 
could say, in what looked like the darkest hour, “Be of 
good cheer: I have overcome the world!” 


The resurrection of Jesus differed from all other in- 
stances of return from the death state, both in purpose 
and result. Jesus’ miracles were proof of His authority 
from the Father, and the reliability of His message. They 
were to induce belief and develop faith. The raising of 
Lazarus, of the son of the widow of Nain, and of Jairus’ 
daughter, were signs of this sort. These persons, however, 
were raised only to, mortal life, and they died again when 
their lives had run their course. 

So with the physical resurrection of Jesus in its nearer 
aspect: it was a mighty miracle which rescued the faith 
of the infant Church at the most critical moment of its 
existence. To the eager disciples and hopeful followers, 
expecting an immediate establishment of the heavenly 
Kingdom, the crucifixion was a stunning blow. The sud- 
den descent from the heights of the triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem to the realization of their Leader’s death, was 


completely paralyzing. Their future was suddenly placed 
behind them, and there was no place to go. The plans of 
Jewish priestcraft had apparently succeeded so well that 
popular belief in a Messiah could never revive. 

“Never” is usually an unsafe word to use, and so it was 
in this case. The Messiah had indeed been slain, and laid 
in a grave; but the grave could not hold Him. The effect 
on His followers was both electrifying and lasting. From 
the moment of full realization, faith and hope became 
alive, and the Church He founded was a vital working 
group until the “Beast,” some six hundred years later, 
“stamped the residue with his feet.” So vital a principle 
was this that one of the requirements of an Apostle was 
to have seen the risen Lord. 


Yet, for all this, the paramount reason for His resur- 
rection was more personal and utterly unique. As the 
“head” of the mystical “body,” the Church, He had fin- 
ished the working out of His salvation and was ready to 
be judged and rewarded with immortality. In virtue of 
His incomparable record and His future dignity, the 
rl wait in the grave until the Last Day was not for 

im. 

Years after these events, Paul wrote to Timothy 
(I. Tim. 6:16), of the Lord Jesus “who only hath im- 
mortality, dwelling in the light which no man can ap- 
proach unto.” Jesus’ resurrection is in a class by itself. 
There is none other like it. In Colossians 1:18, 19, Paul 
gives us more light on the reasons for the miracle: “And 
he is the head of the body, the church; who is the begin- 
ning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things he 
might have the preeminence. For it pleased the Father 
that in him should all fullness dwell.” 


Jesus, the first and only member of the Adamic race 
to receive immortality, at the same time has received pre- 
eminence in al] things pertaining to the true Church. 
This preeminence has been building up for nearly two 
thousand years. With two exceptions, Enoch and Elijah, 
who were translated, all the faithful who worked out their 
salvation before Jesus, still sleep on in the tomb, as do 
those who died in faith since His day. During all this 
time He has been living in glory with the Father, train- 
ing for His work of conquering the nations and establish- 
ing a righteous Kingdom over which He shall rule for- 
ever and ever. 

Jesus’ resurrection made it possible to complete in one 
person—and that in less than an ordinary life span—all 
the necessary steps for salvation and life eternal. This also 
is unique, and it is important to the Christian, for rea- 
sons which will follow: chiefly, that His life was to be 
the pattern for all time. The three steps to salvation are 
very carefully spelled out in Jesus’ life as recorded in the 
four Gospels. 

Jesus became one with God mentally by learning what 
was required of Him. This was the first step, with Him 
as with us. He did it, and did it well, as His memorable 
experience in the Temple at the age of twelve demon- 
strates. He also had to become one with God morally, by 
making Himself over into a new creature, by bringing 
Himself into agreement with God in all things, until His 
will was lost in the Father’s. That He did this, Paul tes- 
tifies in Hebrews 5: 8, “Though he were a Son, yet learned 
he obedience by the things which he suffered, and being 
made perfect .. .” 

His record of obedience made Him the Perfect Ex- 
ample for all time, in that He never transgressed the law 
after knowing it. He made mistakes in ignorance, and 
learned thereby; but of all our stumbling race, He was 
the only one who never made the same mistake twice. 
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This indicated a wonderful accomplishment, which can 
be considered with nothing less than reverence by anyone 
who has ever made a real attempt to change his natural 
characteristics. But a third step still remained. Salvation 
is obtained only when one is made into God’s image 
physically. Without this step all the rest is wasted effort, 
and one might as well eat, drink and be merry, knowing 
that tomorrow is the end of all things. No matter what 
other assurances may be given to the Christian who walks 
by faith, he needs to know this: when the work of the 
first two steps is done, what then? How can I know for 
sure I will get a reward if I do the work? The question 
is as legitimate today as when put by the disciples to 
their Master, ‘“‘What shall we have therefore?” There is 
only one satisfactory answer, and that is the resurrection 
of Jesus. No prospective believer need now say, “If only 
just one person of all the believers in the past had re- 
ceived the promised reward, I too could believe.” The 
fully attested record speaks plainly, “Come and see.” 


This is perhaps the highest point of the meaning of 
Easter to us. Not only are God’s promises reliable, as 
shown by fuifilled prophecies, but here is performance of 
promise, here is the perfect reward actually given to the 
Perfect Example. The miracle of the risen Lord is the 
“earnest of our inheritance,” the pillar and ground of 
our faith, the type or pledge of the Christian’s release 
from the clutches of death, the assurance that “God is, 
and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek 
him.” Our God is not a God of the dead, but of the living; 
and His power can rebuild the body of the humblest fol- 
lower no less surely than that of His only begotten Son. 


The knowledge that death can be conquered permanent- 
ly is of the very highest importance to the true believer. 
Its importance cannot be over-emphasized. Without it 
the entire meaning of true religion is immediately drained 
away, and even the “little flock’”’ would become as walking 
dead men, Sadducees of the latter day. 

Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection provide a complete 
and perfect example for all people in any possible cir- 
cumstance of life, whether weak or powerful, slave or 
free, poor or rich, ordinary or genius, depressed or happy. 
The age was drawing on when the Scriptures as we have 
them today would be complete, and men would have to 
walk by faith, with their only contact with God the read- 
ing of those Scriptures. To walk by faith without angelic 
visitation, vision, miracle or power of the Holy Spirit 
needs a special] faith; and that faith needs a special, com- 
plete and perfect Pattern. 

True Christianity differs from all other religions in 
numerous ways, but one great difference is often for- 
gotten. There is no circumstance of life which can ever 
prevent the true Christian from living the way God re- 
quires. He needs no priesthood, no cathedral, no measure 
of position, power, wealth, or worldly approbation. Once 
the principles of truth are scribed on his mind, the Chris- 
tian needs only time and the determination and stamina 
always to choose and to do the right before God. 

This is not easy. Conditions arise, circumstances inter- 
vene, poverty can grind, injustice can impose, discourage- 
ment can develop. Still, there is no circumstance which 
life can send, no matter how dark and depressing, but we 
can take courage from Jesus’ life. Has someone spoken 
evil of us? Perhaps we deserved at least some of it; but 
He who lived a blameless life, when reviled, reviled not 
again. 

"ne a martyr of old took courage not only from the 
rewara ahead, but from the thought of Him who lived a 
perfect life, always doing good, yet who submitted with- 


out complaint, even with forgiveness, to the agonizing 
death of a common criminal. Have we ever been lonely? 
Who ever stood more bereft of human friends than Jesus, 
after Gethsemane, when even the impulsive Peter fol- 
lowed aiar off, and finally denied that he knew his Mas- 
ter? Are we tempted? We have never been offered the 
wealth and power Jesus was offered by those who could 
use His abilities. We must confess that we have not nearly 
lived up to the standard of our Elder Brother. Yet God 
generously stretches out the evening shadows of our day 
of salvation, giving us more and still more time to do 
better. And we must do better, much better. 

Jesus is for all time the living evidence of a living 
hope. His appearances to Paul immediately lighted in the 
persecutor’s being an inextinguishable, burning hope for 
this same immortality; and the theme of his message, as 
recorded in The Acts and the Letters, was “Jesus, whom 
God raised from the dead.” Only such evidence and such 
a hope can fully account for such singleness of purpose as 
he displayed every day of his life, from Damascus to the 
day when he too could feel the warm, pulsing glow of a 
victorious life and could exult, “I have fought a good fight, 
I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: hence- 
forth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at 
that day; and not to me only, but unto all them also that 
love his appearing” (II. Tim. 4:7, 8). 

This noble company can include you and me if we will 
do the same work of righteousness which will enable us 
to qualify for that great reward. There need be no doubt; 
the Eternai Himself, through Paul in I. Cor. 15: 20, 23, 
has given our hope the seal of His assurance. For “now 
is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits 
of them that slept ... but every man in his own order: 
Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ’s 
at his coming.” 





Have Fazth 


Faith is the anchor of our hope wherever we may roam 
And, like lifebuoy, bears us up above the tossing foam. 
Faith doth no disappointment bring, no causes for regret; 
It makes us to rejoice and sing, and every care forget. 


Faith on the mountain top will bloom, and in the desert 
drear ; 
It doth its strings of gladness tune when none but God is 
near. 
Faith cannot sink, whatever weight or pressure is applied, 
Because from God it emanates, a gift that doth abide. 


What power can measure Daniel’s faith when in the lion’s 
den? 

He knew that God would keep him safe, whatever might 
condemn. 

Faith is the rod by which we’re tried, Hope the immortal 
crown 

For those who in the Truth abide, the evil life lay down. 


And Charity shall crown the whole with her eternal light, 
And all the universe control in equity and right. 
Words cannot tell what Faith hath done; Eternity will 


show 
The crowns of victory Faith hath won by her unerring 
glow. —Sel. 
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The Righteous Shall Inherit the Earth 


N Jeremiah 23:5 we are told: “Behold, the days come, 
saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David a righteous 
Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall exe- 
cute judgment and justice in the earth.” This coming 
King who shall] descend from the line of David will reign 
in righteousness, and shall execute judgment and justice 
in the earth; something that is far from being done at 
the present time. 

In Luke 1: 31—33 we can read that this King is Jesus. 
The Angel Gabriel said to Mary: “Thou shalt bring forth 
a son, and shalt call his name Jesus. He shall be great, 
and shall be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord 
God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: 
and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and 
of his kingdom there shall be no end.” Jesus was not to 
reign in Heaven above, but on the earth, over the spirit- 
ual descendants of Jacob forever. 

How may we know this? We are promised in Prov. 
11:31, “Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed in 
the earth.” Also in Psalm 37: 9—11, it is declared: “For 
evil doers shall be cut off: but those that wait upon the 
Lord, they shall inherit the earth. For yet a little while, 
and the wicked shall not be: yea, thou shalt diligently 
consider his place, and it shall not be. But the meek shall 
inherit the earth; and shall delight themselves in the 
abundance of peace.” This agrees with the promise of 
Jesus found in Matt. 5:5, “Blessed are the meek: for 
they shall inherit the earth.” 

In the days of Jesus’ ministry on earth the disciples 
first thought that He would establish His Kingdom at 
His first coming, as we are told in Luke 19:11, 12. He 
had told them plainly in Matt. 5:35 that Jerusalem “is 
the city of the great King”; and as they were nearing the 
city in their journeyings with the Master “they thought 
that the kingdom of God should immediately appear.” 
They knew that Jesus was the promised King, and in 
their eagerness supposed the time had actually come to 
establish the Kingdom. In order to correct this wrong 
supposition He spoke a parable to them. 


“A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive 
for himself a kingdom, and to return. And he called his 
ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, and said 
unto them, Occupy till I come.” Jesus could not be said to 
have returned at His first coming, for He taught that in- 
stead of setting up His Kingdom at that time, He was 
to go into a “far country,” even Heaven itself, there to 
remain until the time came for His second coming, when 
He would set up His Kingdom on the earth which was 
to be an everlasting Kingdom. 


After His resurrection from the dead He was with His 
disciples for forty days, “speaking of the things per- 
taining to the kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3). During this 
time the disciples again asked Him: “Lord, wilt thou at 
this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?” Jesus 
did not reprove them for this question, but told them they 
did not understand the times and seasons. He assured 
them, however, that they should receive power after 
that the Holy Spirit had come upon them. With these 
parting words, Jesus ascended into Heaven; and the an- 
gels comforted the sorrowing Apostles with the consoling 
words of Acts 1:11, “Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye 
gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus which is taken up 
from you into heaven, shal] so come in like manner as 
ye have seen him go into heaven.” 


After the Holy Spirit had come upon the disciples on 
the Day of Pentecost, as recorded in Acts 2, and the mul- 
titude had witnessed the mighty works done by the Apos- 
tles under that Commission, Peter exhorted in chapter 
3: 19—21, “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that 
your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refresh- 
ing shall come from the presence of the Lord; and he 
shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto 
you: whom the heaven must receive until the times of 
restitution of all things which God hath spoken by the 
mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began.” 
Thus we see that Christ was to remain in Heaven only 
until a certain time foretold by God’s holy Prophets. 

Under the Mosaic law the high priest alone was per- 
mitted to enter the most holy place and then come forth 
to bless the people. So Christ, our great High Priest, has 
gone into Heaven, the real Most Holy Place, and shall 
come forth to bless the people. At that wondrous time 
shall Rev. 21:2, 3 be fulfilled: “Behold, the tabernacle 
of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and 
they shall be his people, and God himself [Emmanuel, God 
with us] shall be with them, and be their God. And God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall 
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither 
shall there be any more pain: for the former things are 
passed away.” At that time shall the Prayer Jesus taught 
His disciples to pray be fulfilled: “Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.” When God’s 
will is done on this earth as it is done in Heaven above, 
the earth shall then become a part of the heavenly family; 
it will be eternally the home of the faithful. 


After Jesus had ascended to Heaven He sent an angel 
to John on the Isle of Patmos to tell him of this glorious 
future age, and John gave, in Rev. 5:9, 10, the song 
which the redeemed shall sing: “Thou .. . hast made us 
unto our God kings and priests, and we shall reign on the 
earth.” Jesus will return and reign on the earth, for He 
promised in Rev. 22:12, “And, behold, I come quickly; 
and my reward is with me, to give every man according 
as his work shall be.” 

The coming of the Lord was the hope of the Apostles 
and of all God’s people in past ages, and it must be the 
hope of the Christian today. When the Apostle Paul ex- 
horted the disciples to press for the mark of the prize 
of the high calling in Christ Jesus, it was because “we 
look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall 
change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto 
his glorious body” (Phil. 3: 20, 21). When he presented 
a motive to seek for future, eternal things, it was because 
“when Christ, who is our life shal] appear,” then shall 
we also appear with Him in glory (Col. 3:4). When he 
encouraged the hearts of waiting Christians to greater 
patience in the divine life, the consideration was: “To 
you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus 
shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels” 
(II. Thess. 1:7). And in Heb. 9:28 Paul continued: 
“And unto them that look for him shall he appear the 
second time without sin unto salvation.” He will come the 
second time and save us, if we prove faithful. 


The Apostle James was no less inspired with the same 
sublime theme: the coming of the Lord was the great in- 
centive to patience in the divine life. Peter had his eyes 
fixed on the same illustrious event. He exhorted: ‘“Where- 
fore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope 
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to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at 
the revelation of Jesus Christ” (I. Pet. 1:13). With 
these plain texts of Scripture, and many more that we 
could give, all passages of the Bible are found to be in 
perfect harmony. 

The 14th chapter of John clearly teaches the same 
truth. In the previous chapter (13:33), Jesus said to 
His disciples, “Little children, yet a little while I am with 
you. Ye shall seek me; and as I said to the Jews, Whither 
I go, ye cannot come; so now I say to you.” What did 
Jesus tell His disciples? Hearken: “Whither I go, ye can- 
not come.” He taught plainly that they could not go where 
He was going. Jesus consoled them, in chapter 14, and 
told them when they could follow Him. “Let not your 
heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 
In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not 
so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye 
may be also.” 


There are many in the world who, ignorant of the true 
teachings of the Bible, think that the Father’s house is 
Heaven, and that Christ promised to take His faithful 
followers there. But not so; there is no place in the Scrip- 
tures from Genesis to Revelation where it is stated that 
the Father’s house is Heaven. Paul the Apostle will tell 
us what the “house” is, as we will find in Hebrews 3: 6, 
where it speaks of “Christ as a Son over his own house, 
whose house are we.” It is not a literal house, but, as 
says Peter, “Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spirit- 
ual house” (I. Pet. 2:5). In I. Cor. 3:9 it is made very 
plain: “For we are laborers together with God: ye are 
God’s husbandry; ye are God’s building.” 

Through the cleansing power of His Word, Christ is 
helping each of His followers to prepare to be a living 
stone in this spiritual house of the Lord. These spiritual 
stones are to be fitted and prepared now by the hammer 
of truth, as says Jer. 23: 29, “Is not my word like as a 
fire? saith the Lord; and like a hammer that breaketh 
the rock in pieces?” If we allow His Word to work freely 
within it will break the stony heart and fashion these 
spiritual stones so that they will fit perfectly into the 
spiritual house which is to be put together at the coming 
of Jesus. 

When Jesus told His disciples about this spiritual 
house, He said to them in John 14: 8, “I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye 
may be also.” He had told them plainly that they could not 
go to Heaven where He was going, but that He would 
come again and dwell with them; that where He was, 
there they should be also. 

While God’s people are called the “house of the Lord” 
we still are mortal and corruptible, and before the 
“house” can endure throughout eternity the different 
members must be given immortality. Christ brings this 
precious gift from Heaven; therefore the house is said 
to come from heaven. Let us read II. Cor. 5: 1—4, “For 
we know that, if our earthly house of this tabernacle 
were dissolved, we have a building of God, a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this we 
groan [‘send forth a longing cry’], earnestly desiring to 
be clothed upon with our house which is from heaven: if 
so be that being clothed we shall not be found naked.” 


We shall not be taken to Heaven to receive the reward, 
but it will be bestowed at the coming of Christ and He 
will bring it with Him; thus we earnestly desire “to be 
clothed upon with our house which is from heaven.” The 
4th verse explains Paul’s meaning fully: “For we that 


are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for 
that we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mor- 
tality might be swallowed up of life.” We that are in this 
tabernacle are mortal—and for what are we waiting? 
For the coming of the Lord from Heaven, “that mortality 
might be swallowed up of life.” 

Notice the reading of verse 1, that the house is said to 
be “eternal in the heavens,” but not eternally. Christ will 
bring the immortal or eternal part of the house from 
Heaven when He comes. It is then that I. Cor. 15:53 
shall be fulfilled: “For this corruptible must put on in- 
corruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.” 
Paul reveals that this will not occur until after the Judg- 
ment, as stated in II. Cor. 5: 10, “We must all appear be- 
fore the judgment seat of Christ, that every one may re- 
ceive the things done in his body, according to that he 
hath done, whether it be good or bad.” Instead of re- 
ceiving their reward at death, Christ at His coming will 
judge the living and the dead brought again to life, and 
will reward the faithful by changing them into His very 
image. 





Love Thy Neighbor 


“Love thy neighbor as thyself,” 
The Scriptures plainly state. 

But many of this world, instead, 
Are manifesting hate. 


We must forgive if we expect 
To be forgiven too. 

But first of all, we must love God: 
To Him all honor’s due. 


The little petty things of life 
Are all so quickly past, 

And we must now get right with God 
While still this life shall last. 


To love our neighbor, is to love 
Our brother in the Truth; 

And truest love, when sin is found, 
Is shown by stern rebuke. 


What have we done this lovely day 
To ease our neighbor’s load? 
What kind word have we spoken, 
And what compassion showed? 


We must remember, strongly, 
The bells so loudly ring, 

They warn us to complete our work 
Before the coming King. 


So let us do all that we can 
To help a neighbor on, 

With but this thought in mind, that thus 
A brother may be won. 


Our Master comes! Behold, He waits 
Outside our very door. 

Let us admit Him with a smile 
With hearts so just and pure. 


This life will pass, and when our King 
Returns to claim His own, 

May He show mercy to us all 
As we’ve to others shown. 
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Meditations on the Word 





MEMORY VERSE: Ephesians 4:31, “Let all bitterness, 
and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil speaking, be 
put away from you, with all malice.” 

It would appear that we as humans would be sufficient- 
ly civilized that we no longer would yield to such weak- 
ness as being angry one with another, or holding a grudge 
against anyone, or carrying bitterness in our hearts be- 
cause of misunderstandings or injuries. But in spite of 
what we ought to be, and in spite of the fact that good, 
sound advice has been given concerning these evils hun- 
dreds, even thousands of years ago, we still many times 
allow ourselves to transgress. Even after we know better 
we still slip and either display an angry attitude or har- 
bor bitterness and malice toward others. 

How true is the ancient Chinese proverb: “The fire you 
kindle for your enemy often burns you more than him”! 
Regardless of what our reasons for angry feelings may 
be, we are always the ones who are injured. Is it not true 
that when we yield to angry emotions or have bitter feel- 
ings we suffer from them much more than from those 
very things which have angered or grieved us? 

Remember, when we are angered and give another a 
piece of our mind, we only lose our own peace of mind! 

Anger or bitterness always hurts, not only spiritually 
and morally but also physically. It is well-known among 
professional] athletes that prolonged ill-feelings produce 
inefficiency. Of a player who had a bad year after a pre- 
vious year’s unusual success, a manager stated that the 
player was not on speaking terms with some of his team- 
mates. Suppressed resentments slowed down his efficiency. 
Hate to our lives is as sand to machinery. It wears us out. 


We may often make a case for ourselves to justify our 
resentments. We may say, “Look what he did to me,” and 
so forth. But justified or unjustified, bitterness devastates 
us, it hurts us far more than others. We should fix it in 
our minds that ail hates, all resentments, bitterness, mal- 

‘ice, are wrong, no matter how apparently justified. 

They are also wrong to the other person. We cannot 
correct a wrong by hate or anger. Two hates never produce 
love and harmony. “Can Satan cast out Satan?” When 
people act devilish can they get the devil (sin) out of peo- 
ple? He sits all the tighter. It cannot be done. 

To illustrate how utterly beastly men really are when 
angered, we cite from a traveler through India, who re- 
lates how he had watched clans of monkeys get into war: 

“They go through a definite procedure. The big mon- 
keys begin by making faces at each other at a distance. 
Then as they get closer they become more and more fierce 
in their grimacing, baring their teeth, making short rushes 
at each other, and growling fiercely, each trying to scare 
the other out and making him turn tail and run. But 
bared teeth create bared teeth; fierceness produces only 
counter fierceness. Then they get so close that one of them 
crosses the line and there is a biting, scratching, tum- 
bling, and the war is on.” 

The strong nations of earth are going through a simi- 
lar process. They are trying by threats to scare each other. 
It does not work, for the international] situation is not im- 
proving. How can it work! By continuing such actions 
they eventually cross the deadline where someone makes 
a wrong move, and then the war is on. As with nations, 
so with groups and individuals, hate and bitter words 
settle nothing. But hate can be overcome by love. 


In our numerous and varied experiences in life we are 
often faced by provocative circumstances. One of the 
grand attributes of God is that He gives us more than one 
opportunity. If we fail—and fail we will occasionally— 
we need not remain a failure. God is compassionate and 
will forgive according as we forsake. 

Jesus gives the formula for eliminating misunder- 
standings: “So if you remember, even when offering 
your gift at the altar, that your brother has any griev- 
ance against you, leave your gift at the very altar, and go 
away’; first be reconciled to your brother, then come back 
and offer your gift” (Matt. 5: 23, 24, Moffatt). We may 
as well cease all religious observances when we are not at- 
tempting to be reconciled to our brother. By shutting out 
our brother, we shut out the Father. This is a case where 
we have sinned against our brother. Jesus mentions also 
the other case: “If your brother sins against you, go and 
tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens 
to you, you have gained your brother” (Matt. 18: 15, 
R.S.V.). Which ever way the case may be, whether we 
have sinned or our brother has sinned, as Christians it is 
our duty to correct the situation. He may not listen, but 
at least we have done on our part and cleared the guilt 
from our own soul. We must not be holding roots of bit- 
terness (Heb. 12:15) within, which usually grow to im- 
mense proportions. “Let not the sun go down upon your 
wrath,” says Paul. The sooner we get right the better. 


Of course, our duty is to avoid and prevent scenes that 
will cause either anger or resentments to germinate. But 
if we have found ourselves guilty of offense, the only wis- 
dom is to get right. However, no wrong can be righted 
unless we either seek or extend forgiveness. Forgiving 
the offender or the offended will do more than anything 
else to make us feel right. 

This is also Paul’s admonition in the verse following 
our text. “Forgiving one another, even as God... has for- 
given you.” That we should forgive others for injuries 
done us and hold no thoughts of bitterness, is told in a 
few dynamic words in the Lord’s Prayer, “Forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us.” 
As we repeat this Prayer intelligently, considering and 
meaning what we say, we are suddenly confronted with a 
problem—we must positively and definitely extend for- 
giveness to everyone to whom we owe it. Jesus leaves no 
room for evasion. He has constructed His Prayer with 
more skill than ever yet has a lawyer displayed in draft- 
ing a deed. He has so contrived it that once our attention 
is drawn to this matter we must forgive in sincerity and 
truth where forgiveness is due, or never repeat that 
Prayer. How can we attempt to seek God’s Kingdom, and 
forgiveness for our sins, and at the same time hold grudges 
against others! After understanding this as we should, 
it can be safely predicted that should we attempt to repeat 
this Prayer while still angry against someone we would 
not finish it. We would stop, or hesitate, or the clause 
would stick in our throat. 


Few people in the world have not at some time or other 
really been hurt, misled, or disappointed. Thoughts of 
bitterness usually develop and sink into the memory 
where they cause inflamed and festering wounds, and 
there is only one remedy—they must be plucked out, 
thrown away, forgiven, forgotten. It is easy to forgive 
only slight injuries, or trifling losses, but the requirement 
is that we forgive for the things that are hard and at 
first appear impossible. No matter how deeply we may 
have been injured or how terribly we have suffered, a 
pure heart that shall see God must forgive. It must be 
free from angry or bitter feelings. 


April 10, 1954 
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ITEMS FROM OUR MAIL BAG 


Gratifying are the kind expressions we are receiving 
from our readers. The following comes from Battle 
Creek, Mich. 

“Dear Friends: It is wonderful in these days of in- 
fidelity and ultra-modernism to read a paper like yours. 
Your kind published offer .. . is most gladly accepted by 
myself. I am quite old but desire to continue in engaging 
in Christian work so long as I am able... . 

Yours in Christ, P. T. M—.” 


Our aged brother at Prescott, Ont., Can., who will be 
92 this coming July, cherishes the MESSAGE. He writes: 
“T can’t find words to express my love for the MESSAGE. 
Suffice to say, Live on, little gem. All honor to our leader, 
L. T. Nichols [deceased], and to all his followers. 
C— A. S—.” 


From a subscriber at White Springs, Fla., is an en- 
thusiastic expression. 

“Dear Sir: I enjoy THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE so much; 
I get a blessing every time I read it. I am a Methodist, but 
thank God I don’t worship the Methodist church. It is 
my God I love and worship. Please pray for me to gain 
a better understanding of His Word. 

“| have a son in Germany in the army; do hope you can 
send him some copies. He is a good boy but needs God... . 
I am sending his address and addresses of friends for 
copies. ... Mrs. C. A. S—.” 


The following letter is from a sister at Regina, Sask., 
Can., who was bereaved of her husband during the latter 
part of 1953. May she continue courageously. 

“THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE: Please send me the MESSAGE 
for another year, for it helps me a lot to look up Scrip- 
tures in the Bible while I am alone. It always reminds me, 
when he was on his sick bed he said that we must be 
awake; and pray with our Lord Jesus Christ that He will 
help me on to the end; as we pray in Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

Yours truly, K— M—.” 


A brother at Brunswick, Me., writes of his hopes 
and intentions in Truth. 

“Dear Brother B—: ... My wife and I enjoy reading 
all your letters... . You wrote a great deal about Brother 
Nichols. I must agree with you that he has done a great 
work for all of us. You also write about being perfect. 
I never really knew just how big that word was until 
about two weeks ago, what a person must do to be per- 
fect. I was talking with Brother T— and some of the 
others when I was up there about being perfect. I did not 
believe it was possible; but since I have come back and 
studied I can see now that I was wrong in the way I was 
thinking. I did not think that a person could be perfect. 
I do now; but it takes a person with a very strong mind 
to be perfect... . I can say I will never give up trying... 
thought I was pretty good in the eyes of God, but how 
wrong I was! Christian love, C. J. S— L—.” 


From Asheboro, N. C., comes renewal from a_ sub- 
scriber for many years. 

“Dear Ones at the Mission: It is time for me to renew 
my MESSAGE. .. . I am anxious not to miss a single copy. 
I gain much strength and help from it; also the Bible 
School Lessons. I am always glad when they arrive. 
Thank you so much for sending them. I am striving to 
be an overcomer. Wishing you much success in your great 
work, Sincerely, B— M—.” 


This letter is from a reader who had the Mission litera- 
ture at Van Etten, N. Y., when the yacht Megiddo was on 
Seneca Lake with its crew of missionaries. 

“Dear Mission: I am very glad you told me about my 
subscription—do not want to miss one copy. I have 
learned so much from the little paper; I would be in the 
dark about God’s truths. Thank God for Mr. Nichols. I 
am trying to get rid of this old man of sin, but it is very 
hard when nobody believes as I do. But I am going to 
keep right on trying. When you pray tonight, will you 





‘ remember me? Remember I am new in trying to serve 


God; could you give me a few points? As soon as I am 

able I want the Known Bible by Mrs. Hembree. Thank 

God for the Megiddo Mission. A sister striving, 
Mrs, S— J—.” 


A welcome letter comes from a subscriber at Portage 
la Prairie, Man., Canada. 

“Dear Sisters in the Truth: I have enjoyed your little 
paper very much. I find it right from the Bible. I have 
given it to my neighbors to read; they all think it is won- 
derful. I intended sending my subscription in last fall 
before I went away for the winter. Since I came back I 
have started reading them over again. I will write down 
some names of those who would love to read them. . 

Mrs. E— E. S—.” 


The following from the father and mother of a large 
family at Hudson Bay Junction, Sask., Can., denotes real 
interest. Thanks for- contribution. 

“Dear Friends of Megiddo Church: I am very pleased 
to read THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE, and I am sending amount 
to renew it for five years, also I am sending names of 
our friends, so please send the MESSAGE to them on trial. 
Also we are missing the reading of What We Believe as 
it is very educational to us, also to our family, to our 
children. ... Please print more of the same explanations 
of Scriptures. We also read the complete set of booklets 
by Rev. L. T. Nichols, since 1925 ... also I ordered a 
second set as our children like Bible reading. We are 
sending a little contribution to the Megiddo Church... . 
Also we thank so much for the very nice lessons which 
our children are receiving, as they are very educational. 

Sincerely yours, Mr. E— and Mrs. M— S—.” 


A sincere letter comes from a reader of the MESSAGE 
at Vernon, B. C., Can. 

“Dear Miss B—: ... I wish I was near so that I could 
come and spend Christmas. I have often been puzzled 
why the church people are so wicked, but now I can see 
the reason .. . the doctrine keeps them blind. They can 
all live wicked lives, then at their last gasp, when dying, 
say, ‘Lord forgive me,’ and they are taken to the Highest 
Place! According to the false shepherds, they don’t need 
to make any effort to be honest or truthful; so no wonder 
they are crooked. ...I am looking forward to Christ’s 
Kingdom on earth, where it will be ‘Peace on earth, good 
will to men.’ Then and then only will there be peace on 
earth. ... 1am not expecting to go above but am quite 
happy to be down here, when the earth shall blossom like 
a rose. The time looks as though the Lord’s reign is near, 
when every knee shall bow and every tongue confess 
Christ is the King over all the earth: one Government 
and one people, all united in praising Christ. We will for- 
get all our past troubles in that day when crime shall be 
no more. We need faith to carry us over from this world 
into the world of Tomorrow... . 


Yours very sincerely, L— C—.” 












CHRIST IS RISEN 


The second Sabbath of the year, 
By Jewry piously observed, 
Was past, and now the three drew near, 
Those women, saddened and unnerved. 
They came with spices to prepare 
The body laid in Joseph’s tomb; 
For such a hallowed cause they dare 
To venture through the morning gloom. 


The week just past had not been kind; 
They saw their dear One crucified 
By cruel hands; with this in mind 
They hurried forward, side by side. 
They had been hoping it was He 
Who, with a strong angelic host, 
Had come to set all Israel free; 
But now they thought their cause was lost. 


Toward the sepulcher they came, 
And then, remembering the stone 
That had been rolled against the same, 
They wondered if their strength alone 
Would be sufficient for the task. 
If it were not, perhaps the guard 
Would lend a hand, if they were asked, 
With promise of a small reward. 


But lo, the stone was rolled away; 
The guard had vanished with the night; 
And where the Crucified once lay 
There sat a “young man,” robed in white, 
Who said, “Whom seek ye—Christ, the Lord? 
Why seek the living ’mong the dead? 
He is not here; true to His word, 
He now has left His lowly bed.” 


Yes, Christ is risen from the dead, 
Ascending to His Father’s throne; 
And if by His blest precepts led, 

He soon will claim us for His own. 
Till then we’ll work, and watch, and pray, 
While looking forward to the time 
When He shall o’er the earth hold sway, 

In power and majesty sublime. 
cae 1 By, ~. 

























